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What are the functions of the Plastic Arts?

« The Plastic Arts are a series of techniques that allow for self-
expression. They possess languages that are learned. They contain
grammars, vocabularies of forms, colors and light ...

 They represent access to our culture, collective memory and history.
 They sharpen our critical thinking and analytical abilities.

 They help develop our sensitivity.

» They develop our perception of the codes of representation, allowing
us to be critically active instead of passive in front of images. (Compare
to Advertising and Television).

 They increase our curiosity.

* They contribute to the development of the imagination.

» They stop time! When invested in a task, we live in the present
moment.

» The professions that use aspects of the Plastic Arts are very numerous,
as for example: illustration, engraving, painting, graphic arts,
photography, ironwork, cabinetmaking, computer graphics, museum
curatorship, gallery ownership, landscape architecture, teaching,
publicity, design, architecture ... and the list goes on.

ESSAY:

Among the professions cited in the text, choose the one you prefer.
Discuss its relationship with the Plastic Arts.



